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The Most Venerable Nichidatsu Fujii, Founder and Preceptor

February 4, 2001

To: US Dept. of Energy
Ounk Ridge Operations Office
ax: $65-576-1237

Re: Environmental Impact Statement for Y'-12
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7 First, | wish to express my concern with the manner in which the Dept. of Energy release i
#7 the EIS for the Y-12 plant. After promising its release for months, the report was finally made public

'f'w‘g uietest way possible during the Chri lidays so as to receive as little notice. The issue 1/25
¢ ufm:‘lleuwupmproduaimisucfgmatwmwalldtizcnsof’tlluwmldandnughlmtbs
treated as palitical intrigae. Inﬁemﬁ'smlﬂmofmr:poﬂ,m‘enghtnftiw‘pljhllcm\muww

ically honored but the spirit of d and open di WS T
lﬁhnlc‘ljnl;:mmmngthu?oopyoftheﬁmbe mthuthnddmsannﬁnslaquheﬁwﬂmlm
ful.lymriewit.Ididmthearabuul:hnwhlicmmantmionnulm25unt|litwnpa.ased,butl
would like to offer my comment here. . . .

1 understand gm the EIS includes a discussion about & new “special materials complex for
Oakkidge.Ofmﬁsmmsmmmqudmh?mm&gmtwbmﬂ:smahug
business for years to come. T uncquivecally opposc this “special m!ermli‘ complex. Honfo

What benefit has come from S0 years of nuclear wnpnnsprodu_mm? Rn:ky Flats, rd,
Femnald, Savannah River Site, and Oak Ridge are tremendously :.?ntmmr_m_cd with little hupea;ﬁ:r
being completely cleaned up. But the ination has not _“mkhmﬂ:atnund:nncs e
nuclear production sites. Far pl the aquifer in Georgia has been contaminated by
md.ioanivc;fm from SRS. How will we ever clean that up? .

HdwmahmuwhnsbmapentiﬂiﬂMwmlewwponspr?dumwomwdw
education, health care and p ion of the envil 7 We have e stockpil oF_nucIenr A
ﬂmfeedsnnmﬂmmmnmmmmmhwsnomghmm?mdcsm_u_
some claim, these weapons, in fact, offer nsnot!aingbmﬂ:ethmatnfdmmﬁhnnlmdmm!mmcn.

Pmmymmmmmmwmpnhhmu;mﬂudmumwmm 3/16
who pose & threat but the enemies from within, Tf the DOE continues to pursue policy of nuclear
Weapons juction, the moral, fi ial and envi 1 burden will be devastating and o
ewuma]lgspellmirruin.mmEnﬁsmm&mwsoﬂh&mﬂﬂﬂlageu_ndnmbemlmdm

ancbsuletepoijcytha:hasm.mi]ituypurpouanddrmnsthemmnfmnaum
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Sister Denise Laffan

jo: igious Order
NIPPONZAN MYOHOJI — Atlanta Dojo: Buddhist Religious
1399 Fhmmennnd Ave. SF. Atlants, GA. 30316, USA (404) 627-8548

Comment No. 1 Issue Code: 25
DOE has made every effort to ensure that the preparation of the SWEIS
has involved the public and interested stakeholders. DOE has
encouraged public participation in the process beginning with theinitial
scoping meetingsand continuing withincorporation of publiccomments
in the Final Y-12 SWEIS. Furthermore, DOE has consulted with a
number of other Federal and state agencies during the preparation of the
Y-12 SWEIS. The SWEIShasbeenreviewed by other state and Federal
agencies. The NEPA processis established through CEQ’ sregulations
(40 CFR Parts 1500-1508). In addition, DOE has developed its own
implementing regulations for NEPA (10 CFR Part 1021). ThisSWEIS
was prepared in accordance with both sets of regulations, as well as
NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

Comment No. 2 |ssue Code: 21
Comment noted.
Comment No. 3 Issue Code: 16

Since the end of the Cold War, the United States has significantly
reduced the size of its nuclear weapons stockpile, and DOE has
dismantled more than 15,000 nuclear weapons. At the present time, the
United States is further downsizing its deployed nuclear weapons
stockpile consistent with the terms of the START | and START II.
Although Russia suspended its nuclear weapons dismantlement
activities on January 20, 2001, DOE has continued its weapons
dismantlement activities. While future arms control reductions may
change requirements for maintaining the weapons stockpile, DOE is
responsible for meeting the current requirements set forth by the
President and Congress. The need for nuclear weapons and the issue of
how many nuclear weapons the United States maintains as a nuclear
deterrent are beyond the scope of the Y-12 SWEIS.
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